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&lt;p&gt;Development for the game started shortly after the release of Black Ops

 III. Treyarch chose not to create a traditional â�¾ï¸�  singleplayer campaign for t

he game at the beginning of production, instead focusing on a new &#39;Career&#3

9; mode with a greater â�¾ï¸�  focus on the multiplayer aspect. They cited an increa

sed interest for multiplayer and lack of time spent by the playerbase â�¾ï¸�  on the

 campaign mode as reasons why they shifted their focus. Black Ops 4 utilizes Bli

zzard&#39;s Battle platform for the â�¾ï¸�  Windows version instead of Steam, the fi

rst game in the series to do so. Teasing of the game began in â�¾ï¸�  March 2024, wi

th a full reveal taking place later in May. Two betas were held for the game; on

e for â�¾ï¸�  the multiplayer in August and one for Blackout in September. The relea

se date was moved up to October instead of â�¾ï¸�  the series&#39; usual November in

 an attempt to avoid coinciding with the release of other high-profile games.&lt

;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Similar to Fortnite Battle â�¾ï¸�  Royale and the main multiplayer, Blackou

t features special modes that change the presence or mechanics of physical items

 in the â�¾ï¸�  Blackout world. Modes such as &#39;Close Quarters&#39; emphasise a f

aster and more aggressive playstyle through the exclusion of long-range weapons,

 â�¾ï¸�  while others like &#39;Fast Collapse&#39; feature a faster narrowing of the

 circle. Later updates included a different map, called &#39;Alcatraz&#39;, â�¾ï¸�  

which features a significantly smaller map, which is supposed to represent Alcat

raz Island. Main differences between Alcatraz and the regular â�¾ï¸�  map include th

e fact that only 40 players are allowed per match, there are respawns included, 

and no vehicles are â�¾ï¸�  present.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Multiplayer/Blackout&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;In the year 2043, during a covert mission involving a mercenary group, 

Jessica Mason-Green, a US Army Specialist is presumably â�¾ï¸�  killed while her two

 squad mates, Donnie &quot;Ruin&quot; Walsh and Erin &quot;Battery&quot; Baker, 

escape with critical injuries. Two years later, â�¾ï¸�  Savannah Mason-Meyer, a tril

lionaire researcher and Jessica&#39;s sister, recruits ten of the world&#39;s mo

st elite soldiers, including Ruin and Battery, â�¾ï¸�  for a top-secret project agai

nst an unknown threat. Savannah uses a Combat Immersion program to train the Spe

cialists in a â�¾ï¸�  virtual simulation, with Sergeant Frank Woods acting as their 

instructor.&lt;/p&gt;
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