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;&lt;div&gt;&lt;div&gt;The term &quot;submachine gun&quot; was coined by John T.

 Thompson, the inventor of the Thompson submachine gun, &lt;span&gt;to describe 

its design concept as an automatic firearm with notably less firepower than a ma

chine gun&lt;/span&gt; (hence the prefix &quot;sub-&quot;).&lt;/div&gt;&lt;/div&
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